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SATYENRA NATH CHAKRAVARTI was born in 1903 in Calcutta. After a distinguished 
career at Lucknow University where lze obtained his master's degree in chemistry, 
he went in 1926 to Oxford, England to work with Professor W H Perkin Jr, FRS, 
at the DYSON Perrins Laboratory. 

After obtaining his D Phil degree he returned to India in 1929 and took up the 
Headship of the Department of Chemistry at the newly started Annamalai Univer- 
sity at Chidambaram, South India. With his unbounded enthusiasm and passion 
for organic chemical research, he lost no time in setting up an active research group 
around him. He worked heart and soul to enthuse the students around him in 
chemical research. He also proved himself to be a great teacher and also an ad- 
ministrator. Many of his students have often recounted with great feeling the per- 
sonal interest he showed in their progress and the attention which he gavz to even the 
minutest detail whether in administration or teaching. Professor Chakravarti worked 
at a time in South India when only the Presidency College, Madras had a well- 
developed Honours programme in chemistry. The task of developing an Honours 
course at Annamalai University, fell to him, a task which he carried out with great 
efficiency and dedication. The momentum which he gave to teaching and research 
activities in the chemistry department in those years in a way provided inspiration 
for others who succeeded him. The Chemistry Department at Annamalai Univer- 
sity has as a consequence since maintained an unbroken tradition of high standards 
both in teaching and research. Professor Chakravarti was not only a hard working 
and enthusiastic teacher-cum-chemist; he was also popular with both students and 
staff members. No wonder he was elected by fellow syndicate members to be the 
acting Vice-Chancellor of Annamalai University for a few months. 

He trained several students to obtain their MSC degrez by research under his super- 
vision. Several of his students later rose to high positions in industrial, academic 
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and also government institutions. Ever since the day he took up the reins of office, 
there was a steady stream of research publications from the Chemistry Department 
of the Annamalai University. As a student of W H Perkins Jr during his Oxford 
days, Professor Chakravarti was involved in studies related to Berberine, Tetrahydro- 
berberine and Protoberberinium salts. Several of these studies were given new direc- 
tions by Professor Chakravarti at Annamalai University and during the seven years 
or so that he served at Annamalai University he published about 28 papers in Inter- 
national and Indian Chemical journals. Stated briefly, his papers deal with syntheses 
of isomers of tetrahydroberberine, a new method of synthesis of substituted phtha- 
lonic acids, synthesis of paraberine, homopthalic acids, $--opionic acid and related 
studies. He also carried out chemical investigations of several Indian medicinal 
plants published mostly in the Journal of Annamalai University. 

To the great loss of the academic world, Professor Chakravarti moved in 1935 
to Agra as Chemical Examiner to the Government of the United Provinces and 
Central Provinces. In his new position, he turned his attention to forensic chemistry 
and published several papers of analytical interest such a s  methods of determination 
of arsenic content in human bones and ashes, methods to distinguish between 
various types of opium preparations, methods of estimating cocaine in mixtures with 
other drugs etc. He was author of 42 original publications altogether. He was a 
Fellow of Indian Academy of Sciences, National Institute of Sciences of India 
and also a Fellow of Royal Institute of Great Britain and Ireland. He also served 
as a Member of the Council of Indian Chemical Society for two terms. 

Professor Chakravarti was loved by all. Many of his students often speak of his 
modesty, honesty, dealings with others and also his courage and independence. He 
gave freely of his advice to those who sought it. Professor and Mrs Chakravarti 
were great hosts and his fellow staff members and students used to enjoy their 
hospitality quite often. Professor Chakravarti was fond of playing bridge in 
which he used to excel. 

I t  is unfortunate that a promising career like that of Professor Chakravarti ended 
in tragic circumstances on August 28, 1945. In his untimely death, India lost one of 
the most active and motivated organic chemists of his generation. He left behind 
his wife, four children and a very large number of friends to mourn his loss. 
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